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The world looks to Laurier
Political science profs participate in international summit and proclaim "progress was made"
KRIS COTE
UN Reporter
With the UN this September set
to decide on whether to go forth
with the reforms recommendedin
UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan's reform package, In
Larger Freedom, ambassadors
and experts from around the
world met to discuss and debate
the package in Waterloo.
Dr. Patricia Goff, Assistant
Political Science Professor,
believes that the conference
effectively advanced the debate
on the issues addressed in the
reforms. "I think there is always
progress made when decision
makers who are in key positions
get together and talk. I think they
have a better sense of what each
other's interests are," Goff
explained.
Alistair Edgar, Associate
Political Science Professor,
believes that the conference was
important because it "allow[ed]
these UN people to get out of
[the] pressure-cooker and talk
with a wide-array of academics."
He added that it was important
for them to "get out of New York
and speak freely."
The closed-door sessions
were protected by the Chatam
House rules, which means that
delegates cannot be quoted for
what they say in the discussions.
The advantage of this is that del-
egates can speak their minds,
rather than being forced to con-
form to their official government
positions.
During the sessions several of
the delegates questioned whether
now was the best time to pursue
such changes within the UN.
Countering this assumption, Goff
believes "that there is always a
"It's significant...the participants
take note of Laurier, the media take
note...it can't help but be a positive
thing for the university."
-WLU Political Science Professor Patricia Goff
reason to assume that it's not
going to happen now, and it's not
the best time, but we have to start
the ball rolling and I think that
it's important to at least acknowl-
edge that you've got a cause for
reform."
"Maybe not all the reforms
will be made at this particular
moment," Goff explained, "but
there's an opening to get the con-
versation started, get some
momentum going, and that's
important."
US-UN rela-
tions were a hot
topic during the
discussions, but
Goff believes
the divisions are
exaggerated.
"Everyone will
acknowledge
that there is a bit of strain right
now between the American
administration and the United
Nations... [but] the US recog-
nizes that it needs the UN."
While the sessions were
closed, and the waiting list for the
public sessions were long, Goff
and Edgar both contend that the
Laurier community was actively
involved in the proceedings. "I
think there was certainly faculty
and student participation,'
1
said
Goff, while Edgar noted, "several
of us [faculty] had conversations
with the delegates." Edgar
expanded, "we'd like it to be
more open to
the public, but in a
public forum officials won't
speak as freely."
In all, the conference was
deemed a success. "Anytime you
bring a high-profile event like
this to a place, its significant. The
participants take note of Laurier,
the media is taking note of the
fact that it's happening at Laurier,
and so I think that it can't help
but be a positive thing for the uni-
versity," enthused Goff.
Jordan Jocius
HERE'S LOOKING AT YOU, WORLD - Former UN Ambassador and Director of the Laurier Centre for Global Relations Paul Heinbecker peers into the crowd to
find questions
for Louise Frechette, the Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations. For more on Frechette's appearance in Waterloo on Sunday night, see PAGE 2.
The UN Come to Waterloo
Frechette speaks with authority
TONY FERGUSON
UN Reporter
An eager crowd of academics and
dignitaries awaited the speech on
United Nations reform given by
Deputy Secretary-General of the
United Nations Mme. Louise
Frechette last Thursday at the
Perimeter Institute. The speech
opened with a recall to Secretary
General Kofi Annan's 1997 deci-
sion to implement his first
reforms package to turn around
an organization under public
scrutiny. These reforms were
meant to instil confidence in the
UN after its failure to react to
hue rises Bosnia and Rwanda.
'Today...it is difficult not to
feel that we have, in some
respects at least, slid back down
the
greasy pole to somewhere
near the place where we started
eight years ago," she said as she
described the most recent climate
of opinion of the UN.
The calls for reform are
stronger than ever." she said after
discussing some of the latest con-
troversial issues facing the inter-
national organization. The divi-
sion over the war in Iraq was one
example she gave, as well as the
oil for food program, which "only
added fuel to the fire."
The heat of this fire is felt
through some of the UN's harsh-
est critics who, according to
Frechette, view the UN as "next
to useless." But, "Why do states
entrust so many vitally important
tasks to the United Nations?" she
asked rhetorically. She also
addressed the problem of the mis-
behaviour of some LIN staff", such
as the sexual exploitation of
women and children by UN staff
and peacekeepers in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo.
Frechette highlighted many of
the proposals put forth in the
reform agenda, such as nuclear
terrorism and proliferation, the
use of force, genocide, and
peacekeeping.
She was optimistic about the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDG's), saying they are achiev-
able but only if member states
can commit 0.7 percent of their
GDPby the year 2015.
"A lot of political will is
required at the September sum-
mit," said Frechette; however,
she believes that success is possi-
ble because the UN has been able
to change enormously and adapt
itself over its 60 year history.
'The UN may be a leopard that
doesn't easily change its spots but
even though it looks the same it
has in fact become a very differ-
ent animal."
Frechette concluded with
what she felt was the most impor-
tant point.
"The success or failure of this
effort will not depend on the
Secretary General alone... its fate
will depend ultimately on the
decisions of member states and
its purpose is to set the organiza-
tion on a more effective and
hopeful course."
Jordan Jociks
The Cord goes [illegible] the closed doors with UN
KRIS COTE
UM Reporter
TONY FERGUSON
UN Reporter
Throughout the closed sessions that I attend-
ed, clear, and often sharp, divisions existed
on specific issues. Yet the various issues
were deeply interconnected and the dele-
gates agreed on the general tone of reform,
setting the stage for overall agreement.
Take for example the issue of small
arms. Interwoven into this debate were
issues of human rights, development and
security, disarmament, the Millennium
Development Goals (MDG) and the
Security Council.
On the ground. 300,000 people are killed
a year worldwide by small arms. In conflict
zones, such as the Cote d'lvoire, the abun-
dance of small arms is fuelling the conflict.
It was noted that the failure of demobiliza-
tion in Liberia and Sierra Leone contributes
weapons to Cote dTvoire and exasperates
the conflict . Many of the delegates spoke on
these issues fromtheir personal experiences.
At the same time, post-conflict zones are
unable to provide stability or security,
essential components of any development
strategy, because of the excess of weapons.
Much like the chicken and egg question,
delegates were forced to debate which issue
to address first; development or peace? It
was pointed out that peace efforts in Sudan
and Somalia are hampered by the profusion
of weapons, and in Latin America, cheap
cover
American guns allow crimin;
j to
the streets and governments
ent
provide social and economic
Meanwhile, there are lint
nomics and conflict; the lov -
v
GDP. the more likely that; \YI !
emerge. This ties the IMF ai ■
financial institutions into tf
issue.
Delegates agreed that fo e<
k a
forum for the discussion t MIIIS
issues, and while there was a
slat
the Security Council is ill eq
'
with such issues, the notion nsion
would solve the structural was
rejected by some. While it u d out
that some of the permanent a rf the
Security Council are also the global
producers of small arms, the were
dismissed as political rather ll ition-
al.
Finally, the MDG's hinj elop-
ment, equality, infrastructure h; all
issues which pertain to arm t. An
increase in development aid i $ 195
billion by 2015, and while a gates
were in agreeance that the G goal
should be achieved, its poi ainty
was unclear.
As someone who knows i
s
ODA are, the debates were v lline
while the atmosphere was se
,ne
'
The closed-door sessions I attended covered a
broad
range
of issues, which included good
governance, the importance of multilateralism
and peace building. Delegates discussed these
issues by presenting their views to the panel
who were then given an opportunity to rebut,
using a two-finger signal if they strongly
opposed what was said.
Delegates raised the importance of good
governance. One delegate asserted that when it
comes to poverty reduction, the reason why
poor states cannot alleviate their economic sit-
uations is because of bad governance and not
their lack of funds.
Another delegate raised a similar point,
that the notion of poverty causing terrorism is
a common misperception. 'These are bases
that have no evidence," said a delegate. Hie
relationship between poverty and terrorism is
much more than a simple causal one. it is one
of risk.
There is not yet a consensus on the reform
package, as one delegate explained, and there
is a contrast between the US, on one side and
Europe and Canada on the other. The US has a
more "anti-UN agenda," while Canada and
Europe seem to be anxious to get on with the
reforms. The recommendation for narrowing
the gap between these divisions is a program
of effective multilateralism. One delegate
explained, "we have no choice but to act col-
lectively," while another delegate said "co-
operative and collective action is perhaps the
only hope."
It was generally agreed that collective
agreement is important if states are to act deci-
sively on issues such as peace building. It was
put forward that peace building needs to be
strategically driven, requiring a multilateral
approach, something that all member states
can agree on. A key component of peace build-
ing is state building. The importance of local
actors, or "sub-groups," in the process was
presented. "Since no one can build someone
else's state, local actors need to be involved in
the process."
When die question of whether the peace
building initiative needs a special fund, the
answer was "unconditionally yes." But anoth-
er delegate asked: "how much can a peace
building fund actually do?" Such a fund may
pose a problem since peace building costs are
quite large. It is possible for these costs to be
addressed and this would take place through
the 0.7 percent of GDP that member states are
expected to commit by 2015. hi order to
achieve a $250 million peace building fund it
would cost 20 cents per American per year,
projected one delegate.
Whether it's assuring good governance or
implementing a better system of multilateral-
ism, delegates were hopeful that negotiations
will go smoothly this fall. "We want to assure
the package deal that comes before the assem-
bly diis fall is as robust and comprehensive as
it can be."
Editor's Note: The articles pertaining to closed-door sessions are subject to the Chatham -
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the closed-door sessions took place on Monday and Tuesday.
Jordan Jocius
Layman's guide to
proposed UN reform
Poverty - affects one bil-
lion people, pragmatic solu-
tions sought to alleviate
Millennium Development
Goals (MDG's) - all states
budget 0.7 percent of GDP
for development, goals to
be achieved by 2015
Terrorism - all-encompass-
ing definition created,
applies to the actions of all
states
Human Rights - replaces
the Human Rights
Commission with a more
effective Human Rights
Council
Security Council - expands
membership from 15 to 24
to become more representa-
tive
Use of Force - strict guide-
lines for implementation
Science Build
transformed for Roth, human rights
KRIS COTE
UN Reporter
The Science Building had a radiant
atmosphere Monday night as
Kenneth Roth. Executive Director of
Human Rights Watch explained the
implications of the proposed human
rights reforms by the UN.
Roth opened the address with a
tribute to his hosts, noting "I wish
there were more Canadas out there."
Roth focused the remainder of
his speech on the problems and pro-
posed reforms of the UN Human
Rights Commission.
He noted that the US-led war in
Iraq has damaged the public percep-
tion of peacekeeping operations. By
justifying the invasion on humanitar-
ian grounds, the US has caused peo-
ple to be "very nervous" about future
peacekeeping operations, "for fear
that they [the UN] are going to
authorize future Iraqs." Roth stressed
that the invasion of Iraq was not a
humanitarian measure.
y, Roth pointed out that
forced people to realize
litarian intervention is a
rce." The war has caused
by extension the UN, to
their military capabiii
implication of this, Roth
>
fliat other humanitarian
neglected. '1 think to a
■ the people of Darfur are
price for what, in my
s a misguided humanitar-
ition in Iraq."
ing the Human Rights
n, Roth told delegates
ire is ironically a product
ss. "If you look back 20-
ie commission didn't do
ything; it didn't matter."
Roth explained, "The
l has become an abuser's
her than an institution to
lan rights."
Toposed Human Rights
ill address many of the
•112 the Commission, Roth
argued. The process of selection will
be more transparent and members
should be forced to agree to certain
human rights standards. More
importantly the Council will meet
year round, whereas the Commission
only met for six weeks a year.
Under the old Commission, the
timing of abuse cases rarely worked
out, "so if you happen to show up in
June with a genocide, you're told
'sorry, you'll have to come back in
March. Under the new Council,
"when your genocide breaks out its
there, it's ready to act, and indeed it
could anticipate the genocide and
begin to play a preventative role,"
Roth said.
Axworthy witty, frank
BRANDON CURRIE
Special Issue Editor
Speaking with a disarming wit
and frankness uncharacteristic of
a career politician, former
Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister Lloyd Axworthy
addressed a packed Paul Martin
Centre over lunch this past
Monday afternoon.
Speaking to conference dele-
gates, the media and scattered
members of Laurier's internation-
al community, Axworthy outlined
why the UN conference at
Laurier was so important, but
also why Canada is poised to con-
tinue its role as key supporter of
the world body.
'This is the first international
gathering on [the newly pro-
posed] UN reforms. We have to
decide where we go with it, how
to get from A to B.
'This country [Canada] has
always been an endorsee of the
United Nations...even after the
Iraq War. 60 percent of Canadians
still thought the UN made a dif-
ference." Axworthy explained.
Ever the pragmatist.
Axworthy admitted that 'there's
nothing more difficult than to get
politcians to reform their own
institutions," adding that 'the UN
is still steeped in die nation-state
mentality...is effective multilater-
alism still possible?"
For his part, Axworthy
endorsed the proposed reforms,
saying that 'the report, as it's
been presented...is a pragmatic,
step-by-step enhancement sys-
tem.
'The incremental approach
will lead to quibbling," he lev-
elled, in reference to adopting the
proposed reforms piecemeal.
Most pr o voc ati ve 1 y,
Axworthy spoke to the divide
between the UN and civil society
which has seen Kofi Annan's
report garner little attention.
On the public's side he
charged that diey were guilty of
paying too much attention to
'Terry Schiavo, the illness of the
Pope...and anything about the LIN
oil-for-food scandal."
Turning to the UN. Axwordiy
asserted diat they're too busy
reading "The Economist and
page five of the New York
Times" to be gauge real public
criticism and opinion.
Jordan Joctus
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CALL FOR COMMENTS
regarding the
search for
Director of Laurier International
Dr. Al Hecht's second term as Director of Laurier International ends on June 30,
2005. The Vice-President: Academic would like your input regarding the
appointment of a new Director. She has established an informal advisory com-
mittee (consisting of a Dean, a faculty member, student representatives from
the Internationalization Committee, and representatives from the Admissions
Office and Liaison Services) to assist her.
Please send comments to Debbie Thayer at dthaver@whi.ca by April 15.
Comments received must be signed, but if you wish, Ms. Thayer will remove
your name
before the comments go to the advisory committee and to the Vice-
President: Academic.
319 Regina St North
Great Buildma
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available in 2 units
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HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
Canada Line English is hosting a group of Spanish,
French and German teenagers who are participat-
ing in a program on campus in Waterloo this sum-
mer.
Families are needed to provide a welcoming family
environment, The programs are 3 or 4 weeks in July
or August. Families are welcome to host for one or
both.
Families are paid $150 per week, per student.
Please call
CANADA LINC ENGLISH
V
884-1103 for information. J
The UN Come to Waterloo
Frechette speaks with authority
TONY FERGUSON
UN Reporter
An eager crowd of academics and
dignitaries awaited the speech on
United Nations reform given by
Deputy Secretary-General of the
United Nations Mme. Louise
Frechette last Thursday at the
Perimeter Institute. The speech
opened with a recall to Secretary
General Kofi Annan's 1997 deci-
sion to implement his first
reforms package to turn around
an organization under public
scrutiny. These reforms were
meant to instil confidence in the
UN after its failure to react to
hue rises Bosnia and Rwanda.
'Today...it is difficult not to
feel that we have, in some
respects at least, slid back down
the
greasy pole to somewhere
near the place where we started
eight years ago," she said as she
described the most recent climate
of opinion of the UN.
The calls for reform are
stronger than ever." she said after
discussing some of the latest con-
troversial issues facing the inter-
national organization. The divi-
sion over the war in Iraq was one
example she gave, as well as the
oil for food program, which "only
added fuel to the fire."
The heat of this fire is felt
through some of the UN's harsh-
est critics who, according to
Frechette, view the UN as "next
to useless." But, "Why do states
entrust so many vitally important
tasks to the United Nations?" she
asked rhetorically. She also
addressed the problem of the mis-
behaviour of some LIN staff", such
as the sexual exploitation of
women and children by UN staff
and peacekeepers in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo.
Frechette highlighted many of
the proposals put forth in the
reform agenda, such as nuclear
terrorism and proliferation, the
use of force, genocide, and
peacekeeping.
She was optimistic about the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDG's), saying they are achiev-
able but only if member states
can commit 0.7 percent of their
GDPby the year 2015.
"A lot of political will is
required at the September sum-
mit," said Frechette; however,
she believes that success is possi-
ble because the UN has been able
to change enormously and adapt
itself over its 60 year history.
'The UN may be a leopard that
doesn't easily change its spots but
even though it looks the same it
has in fact become a very differ-
ent animal."
Frechette concluded with
what she felt was the most impor-
tant point.
"The success or failure of this
effort will not depend on the
Secretary General alone... its fate
will depend ultimately on the
decisions of member states and
its purpose is to set the organiza-
tion on a more effective and
hopeful course."
Jordan Jociks
The Cord goes [illegible] the closed doors with UN
KRIS COTE
UM Reporter
TONY FERGUSON
UN Reporter
Throughout the closed sessions that I attend-
ed, clear, and often sharp, divisions existed
on specific issues. Yet the various issues
were deeply interconnected and the dele-
gates agreed on the general tone of reform,
setting the stage for overall agreement.
Take for example the issue of small
arms. Interwoven into this debate were
issues of human rights, development and
security, disarmament, the Millennium
Development Goals (MDG) and the
Security Council.
On the ground. 300,000 people are killed
a year worldwide by small arms. In conflict
zones, such as the Cote d'lvoire, the abun-
dance of small arms is fuelling the conflict.
It was noted that the failure of demobiliza-
tion in Liberia and Sierra Leone contributes
weapons to Cote dTvoire and exasperates
the conflict . Many of the delegates spoke on
these issues fromtheir personal experiences.
At the same time, post-conflict zones are
unable to provide stability or security,
essential components of any development
strategy, because of the excess of weapons.
Much like the chicken and egg question,
delegates were forced to debate which issue
to address first; development or peace? It
was pointed out that peace efforts in Sudan
and Somalia are hampered by the profusion
of weapons, and in Latin America, cheap
cover
American guns allow crimin;
j to
the streets and governments
ent
provide social and economic
Meanwhile, there are lint
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financial institutions into tf
issue.
Delegates agreed that fo e<
k a
forum for the discussion t MIIIS
issues, and while there was a
slat
the Security Council is ill eq
'
with such issues, the notion nsion
would solve the structural was
rejected by some. While it u d out
that some of the permanent a rf the
Security Council are also the global
producers of small arms, the were
dismissed as political rather ll ition-
al.
Finally, the MDG's hinj elop-
ment, equality, infrastructure h; all
issues which pertain to arm t. An
increase in development aid i $ 195
billion by 2015, and while a gates
were in agreeance that the G goal
should be achieved, its poi ainty
was unclear.
As someone who knows i
s
ODA are, the debates were v lline
while the atmosphere was se
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The closed-door sessions I attended covered a
broad
range
of issues, which included good
governance, the importance of multilateralism
and peace building. Delegates discussed these
issues by presenting their views to the panel
who were then given an opportunity to rebut,
using a two-finger signal if they strongly
opposed what was said.
Delegates raised the importance of good
governance. One delegate asserted that when it
comes to poverty reduction, the reason why
poor states cannot alleviate their economic sit-
uations is because of bad governance and not
their lack of funds.
Another delegate raised a similar point,
that the notion of poverty causing terrorism is
a common misperception. 'These are bases
that have no evidence," said a delegate. Hie
relationship between poverty and terrorism is
much more than a simple causal one. it is one
of risk.
There is not yet a consensus on the reform
package, as one delegate explained, and there
is a contrast between the US, on one side and
Europe and Canada on the other. The US has a
more "anti-UN agenda," while Canada and
Europe seem to be anxious to get on with the
reforms. The recommendation for narrowing
the gap between these divisions is a program
of effective multilateralism. One delegate
explained, "we have no choice but to act col-
lectively," while another delegate said "co-
operative and collective action is perhaps the
only hope."
It was generally agreed that collective
agreement is important if states are to act deci-
sively on issues such as peace building. It was
put forward that peace building needs to be
strategically driven, requiring a multilateral
approach, something that all member states
can agree on. A key component of peace build-
ing is state building. The importance of local
actors, or "sub-groups," in the process was
presented. "Since no one can build someone
else's state, local actors need to be involved in
the process."
When die question of whether the peace
building initiative needs a special fund, the
answer was "unconditionally yes." But anoth-
er delegate asked: "how much can a peace
building fund actually do?" Such a fund may
pose a problem since peace building costs are
quite large. It is possible for these costs to be
addressed and this would take place through
the 0.7 percent of GDP that member states are
expected to commit by 2015. hi order to
achieve a $250 million peace building fund it
would cost 20 cents per American per year,
projected one delegate.
Whether it's assuring good governance or
implementing a better system of multilateral-
ism, delegates were hopeful that negotiations
will go smoothly this fall. "We want to assure
the package deal that comes before the assem-
bly diis fall is as robust and comprehensive as
it can be."
Editor's Note: The articles pertaining to closed-door sessions are subject to the Chatham -
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transformed for Roth, human rights
KRIS COTE
UN Reporter
The Science Building had a radiant
atmosphere Monday night as
Kenneth Roth. Executive Director of
Human Rights Watch explained the
implications of the proposed human
rights reforms by the UN.
Roth opened the address with a
tribute to his hosts, noting "I wish
there were more Canadas out there."
Roth focused the remainder of
his speech on the problems and pro-
posed reforms of the UN Human
Rights Commission.
He noted that the US-led war in
Iraq has damaged the public percep-
tion of peacekeeping operations. By
justifying the invasion on humanitar-
ian grounds, the US has caused peo-
ple to be "very nervous" about future
peacekeeping operations, "for fear
that they [the UN] are going to
authorize future Iraqs." Roth stressed
that the invasion of Iraq was not a
humanitarian measure.
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•112 the Commission, Roth
argued. The process of selection will
be more transparent and members
should be forced to agree to certain
human rights standards. More
importantly the Council will meet
year round, whereas the Commission
only met for six weeks a year.
Under the old Commission, the
timing of abuse cases rarely worked
out, "so if you happen to show up in
June with a genocide, you're told
'sorry, you'll have to come back in
March. Under the new Council,
"when your genocide breaks out its
there, it's ready to act, and indeed it
could anticipate the genocide and
begin to play a preventative role,"
Roth said.
Axworthy witty, frank
BRANDON CURRIE
Special Issue Editor
Speaking with a disarming wit
and frankness uncharacteristic of
a career politician, former
Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister Lloyd Axworthy
addressed a packed Paul Martin
Centre over lunch this past
Monday afternoon.
Speaking to conference dele-
gates, the media and scattered
members of Laurier's internation-
al community, Axworthy outlined
why the UN conference at
Laurier was so important, but
also why Canada is poised to con-
tinue its role as key supporter of
the world body.
'This is the first international
gathering on [the newly pro-
posed] UN reforms. We have to
decide where we go with it, how
to get from A to B.
'This country [Canada] has
always been an endorsee of the
United Nations...even after the
Iraq War. 60 percent of Canadians
still thought the UN made a dif-
ference." Axworthy explained.
Ever the pragmatist.
Axworthy admitted that 'there's
nothing more difficult than to get
politcians to reform their own
institutions," adding that 'the UN
is still steeped in die nation-state
mentality...is effective multilater-
alism still possible?"
For his part, Axworthy
endorsed the proposed reforms,
saying that 'the report, as it's
been presented...is a pragmatic,
step-by-step enhancement sys-
tem.
'The incremental approach
will lead to quibbling," he lev-
elled, in reference to adopting the
proposed reforms piecemeal.
Most pr o voc ati ve 1 y,
Axworthy spoke to the divide
between the UN and civil society
which has seen Kofi Annan's
report garner little attention.
On the public's side he
charged that diey were guilty of
paying too much attention to
'Terry Schiavo, the illness of the
Pope...and anything about the LIN
oil-for-food scandal."
Turning to the UN. Axwordiy
asserted diat they're too busy
reading "The Economist and
page five of the New York
Times" to be gauge real public
criticism and opinion.
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Canada Line English is hosting a group of Spanish,
French and German teenagers who are participat-
ing in a program on campus in Waterloo this sum-
mer.
Families are needed to provide a welcoming family
environment, The programs are 3 or 4 weeks in July
or August. Families are welcome to host for one or
both.
Families are paid $150 per week, per student.
Please call
CANADA LINC ENGLISH
V
884-1103 for information. J
Opinion
Usurping the university
Dr. Peter Eglin
Sociology Professor
"What's the big secret?" said my
friend Richard when I told him
that the conference on United
Nations reform in Waterloo was
being held in private. It's a good
question. A better one, perhaps, is
why Laurier, a "public" universi-
ty, has co-sponsored a private
conference held on campus.
The raison d'etre of the uni-
versity is free inquiry. Free
inquiry is necessarily public.
Moreover, Veritas omnia vincit
(truth conquers all), says the
WLU insignia.
The United Nations is meant
to be the world's supreme politi-
cal institution. Its charter sets out
the rules defining international
relations among states, and those
between governments and their
citizens.
Its defining political value is
freedom. To be free, its processes
are necessarily public. If univer-
sity inquiry and UN deliberations
must both be public in order to be
free, why has Wilfrid Laurier's
University co-hosted a confer-
ence on the United Nations held
in private?
Not even the "three public
lectures" were, in fact, public.
They were for conference partici-
pants and invited guests. In one
case members of the public who
called in advance were allowed to
occupy any remaining space.
Thus, as members of a communi-
ty whose mission statement
declares that its "aim is to educate
engaged and aware citizens of an
increasingly complex world,"
have we not been dissed?
Moreover, if "we believe in
the dignity of all individuals, in
fair and equitable treatment, and
in equal opportunity," and if "we
value our roles as educators,
scholars and agents of change"
(WLU Long Range Plan) why on
earth were we kept out?
I was told that Mr. Heinbecker
wanted a mix of UN practition-
ers, including 20 UN ambassa-
dors, and invited academics, but
not students or the genera] public;
a few WLU faculty and local cor-
porate executives were invitees,
and a handful of political science
students were employed as "rap-
porteurs."
Why? So that participants
could speak frankly and openly,
without fear of being quoted 'on
the record.' Those invited media
present could report proceedings
but not attribute quotes, lest, pre-
sumably, participants might be
held to what they said.
If participants would not speak openly
before university students and faculty,
they had no business speaking on a
'public' university campus
The uninvited public, faculty
and students were to be kept out,
lest, presumably, they should be
encouraged to exercise their
political and academic judgment.
Call it the usurping of the pur-
pose of the university.
For on the university campus
we have our own rules. They call
for the maximum degree of open-
ness, so as to afford the maxi-
mum degree of critical scrutiny
of what is said.
The UN conference was on a
critically important global institu-
tion in which all citizens have a
stake. It took place in a universi-
ty, an institution mandated by the
UN to "disseminate, display, read
and expound" the rights that bind
us all (see the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights on
the Concourse wall).
If participants would not
speak openly before such citizens
and before university students
and faculty, then they had no
business speaking on a 'public'
university campus.
We should not, however, be
surprised. Laurier is already vir-
tually a private institution. Nearly
two-thirds of our revenue is from
private sources, nearly 50 percent
being from students' tuition fees.
We have de-regulated MBA fees.
We have recently taken out a
$100 million-plus loan that
makes us even more beholden
than before to the interests of the
stock market, the bond-rating
agencies and Maclean's.
WLUSU itself operates as a
corporation, having entered into
at least one private exclusive
marketing agreement with a
multi-national corporation.
It would be more honest to
describe ourselves as York
University does,
as effectively "a
private, charita-
ble corporation,
which is publicly
assisted."
According to
the New York
Times "there may still be two
superpowers on the planet: the
United States and world public
opinion."
The United Nations is under
attack by one of them, for whom
privatization is a weapon of con-
quest at home and abroad. But if
the achievements of the other
superpower in outlawing war and
demanding respect for human
rights - including commitment to
the realm of the public expressed
in Articles 22 to 26 of the UDHR
- are not to be smashed, then you
and I, as members of the other
superpower, have our work cut
out for us.
Denouncing the university's
facilitation of a privatized confer-
ence on the UN, paid for largely
by a private donation to the CIGI
to support Mr. Heinbecker's UN
reform work, is a small step we
can take.
Insisting that it be public
before it happened would have
been, of course, a better plan.
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The world and Laurier:
equal partners?
In the foyer of the Senate and Board Chamber, the irony was striking.
Below in the Dining Hall, students were obliviously going to and
fro on their last day of classes, while above, the international intelli-
gentsia was debating reforms that could save the world's most impor-
tant institution.
In case you didn't know, over the last three days, the world, or at
least some of its highest-ranking diplomats, were brought to Laurier.
But the question many seem to be rightly asking is: was Laurier
brought to the world?
It's a complicated question, symptomatic of the greater problem of
how the UN interacts with the general public.
If real debate was to occur, closed-door sessions were needed to
ensure that delegates could speak frankly on the issues at hand and
independent of their home governments. As the subject of discussion
was no less than the sweeping reform of the world's most significant
global organization, the need for honest dialogue to advance the
reforms was clear, and by most accounts, achieved.
The organizers of the conference, particularly those from WLU,
did an admirable job in getting The Cord access to the panel discus-
sions and lectures, which is the primary reason this special issue was
possible to print.
Although we recognize our ability as the only local media source
on campus to inform the student body on what happened, it would
have been preferable to give students the opportunity to experience it
first-hand for themselves.
The thrill of hobnobbing with delegates and professional reporters
was unique for The Cord's, student journalists, and would have been a
just reward for an international community at Laurier that has been
deprived of high-profile guest speakers this past academic year.
Moreover, if WLU was sponsoring the conference, it should have
been more active in promoting it and ensuring student accessibility.
By the time most students knew about the unprecedented opportunity,
it was already too late to sign up for public lectures that had lengthy
waiting lists. An open forum, town hall meeting or larger venues for
the public events would have been welcome additions to make the
conference more inclusive.
If one sees the UN as an unaccountable, ivory tower-type institu-
tion, then this conference gave the naysayers even more ammunition
to fire at a UN that's already full of holes.
Paradoxically, shutting themselves behind closed doors may have
been the only way that delegates could escape the myriad of political
agendas they would have to bring to public discourse on behalfof their
heads of state.
But perhaps we're overlooking the main benefit of the conference
to our campus. Although Laurier students may have received scant
benefit at present, hosting an event of this magnitude certainly puts
WLU on the international radar for the future.
Olivia Ward, a distinguished international journalist for the
Toronto Star, had never been to Waterloo before the conference, and
confessed in passing that "we had a lovely campus community," also
noting that the international prestige of Waterloo and WLU didn't real-
ly correspond to our size.
Now that the world is more aware of Laurier's status as an interna-
tionally-conscious university, we hope that next time Laurier will get
the chance to become more aware of the world.
Editor's Note: This unsigned editorial was agreed upon by the Special
Issue Editor and the UN Reporters.
Jordan Jocius
ALL-INCLUSIVE? WLU student Danielle Gilbert particpates in the his-
toric UN Conference by preparing beverages for the delegates.
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Special Issue Thanks....
.
First ofail to Michael Strickland, Paul Heinbecker and everyone at Laurier and CIGI that got The Cord into these events, we wouldn't have had much to
report on without you. Secondly, toeveryone at WLUSP that put in the effort to produce an issue after we all thought it was over for this year, and most
importantly the Finance Department, I'm sorry in advance. Thirdly, to Wilbur and Caitlin for the EIC wisdom. Also to Blair my idiot friends tor repeated
harassment. And to Bryn's parents for being the best.
